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The Bombay High Court today said that malnutrition deaths in tribal areas of Maharashtra is an issue as
important as the farmers' distress which attracted loan waiver by the government to mitigate it.

The tribal population needs an immediate attention from the government, said a division bench of
justices V' M Kanade and A M Badar. It directed the government to implement within two months all
previous orders passed by the court to extend help to the tribal population.The court gave its direction
while hearing a bunch of petitions on the issue of malnutrition deaths of children in tribal areas.

As per a report by a committee headed by Dr Abhay Bang, as many as 10,000 children die of
malnutrition and related illnesses each year in tribal areas of Maharashtra.
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